
LODGE WOOD BIOLOGICAL RECORDS 

Flora (g=unspecified, nm=Pepperboxes on mid. chalk, nu=Pepperboxes on up. chalk, pd=ponds, sf=south half on 

clay-w-flints, sp=south half on sandy-clay-w-pebbles)  Bold = significant species.  Italic = garden escapes & 
weedy invasive species, or planted.  *probably extinct in wood.  + only local site. 
Acer campestre     nm nu  Maple 

Acer pseudoplatanus  sf sp nm nu  Sycamore 

Achillea millefolium  sf     Yarrow 

Aegopodium podagraria  sf sp    Ground elder 
Aesculus hippocastanum    nm   Horse chestnut 

Agrostis capillaris   sf sp nm nu  Common bent 

Agrostis stolonifera  sf sp nm nu  Creeping bent 

Alopecurus myosuroides    nm   Black grass 
Anthoxanthum odoratum g      Sweet vernal grass 

Anthriscus sylvestris  sf  nm   Cow parsley 

Arctium minus     nm   Lesser burdock 

Arctium nemorosum     nu  Wood burdock 

Arrhenatherum elatius  sf sp nm   False oat grass 

Artemisia vulgaris   sf     Mugwort 
Arum maculatum      nu  Cuckoo-pint 

Aster x salignus   sf sp    Michaelmas daisy 
Athyrium filix-femina g1972      Lady fern*+ 

Betula pendula   sf  nm nu pd Silver birch 

Betula pubescens   sf sp nm nu  Downy birch 

Bromopsis ramosa   sf     Hairy brome 

Callitriche stagnalis sens.lat.  sf    pd Water starwort 

Calluna vulgaris    sp    Heather (not thriving) 

Carduus crispus     nm   Welted thistle 
Carex muricata subsp.lamprocarpa  sp    Prickly sedge 

Carex pallescens  g1970      Pale sedge*+ 

Carex remota   sf sp  nu  Remote sedge 

Carex spicata   sf sp    Spiked sedge 

Carex sylvatica   sf     Wood sedge 

Carpinus betulus    sp  nu  Hornbeam 

Castanea sativa    sp nm nu  Sweet chestnut 
Cerastium fontanum    nm   Mouse-ear 

Chamerion angustifolium  sf sp nm nu  Rosebay 

Circaea lutetiana    sp    Enchanter’s nightshade 

Corylus avellana   sf sp nm nu  Hazel 

Crataegus monogyna  sf  nm nu  Hawthorn 

Cyclamen hederifolium   sp 
Cyclamen repandum   sp 
Dactylis glomerata   sf   nu  Cocksfoot 

Daucus carota subsp.carota  sf     Wild carrot 

Deschampsia cespitosa  sf     Tufted hair-grass 

Deschampsia flexuosa  sf sp  nu  Wavy hair-grass 

Digitalis purpurea   sf sp nm nu  Foxglove 

Dryopteris dilatata   sf sp  nu  Buckler fern 

Dryopteris filix-mas   sp nm nu  Male fern 

Elytrigia repens    sp    Couch grass 

Epilobium ciliatum     nm   American willowherb 
Epilobium hirsutum   sf     Great willowherb 

Epilobium palustre   sf    pd Marsh willowherb+ 

Euphorbia peplus    sp    Petty spurge 
Fagus sylvatica   sf sp nm nu pd Beech 

Festuca gigantea   sf   nu  Giant fescue 

Fraxinus excelsior   sf sp nm   Ash 

Galeopsis tetrahit     nm nu  Hemp-nettle 

Galium aparine   sf sp nm nu  Cleavers 

Geranium robertianum  sf  nm   Herb robert 

Geranium sanguineum   sp    Bloody cranesbill 
Geum urbanum   sf sp nm nu  Herb bennet 

Glechoma hederacea     nu  Ground ivy 



Glyceria fluitans   sf    pd Sweet-grass  

Gnaphalium uliginosum    nm   Marsh cudweed 

Hedera helix   sf   nu  Ivy 

Heracleum sphondylium  sf  nm   Hogweed 
Holcus lanatus   sf sp nm nu  Yorkshire fog 

Holcus mollis    sp  nu  Creeping soft-grass 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta    nm nu  Bluebell 

Hypochaeris radicata    nm   Cat’s-ear 

Ilex aquifolium   sf sp nm nu  Holly 

Impatiens glandulifera   sp    Indian balsam 
Juncus bufonius    sp nm   Toad rush 

Juncus conglomeratus  sf sp  nu  Clustered rush 

Juncus effusus   sf sp nm nu pd Soft rush 

Lamiastrum galeobdolon    nm   Yellow archangel 

Lapsana communis   sf  nm   Nipplewort 

Larix decidua   sf     European larch 
Larix x marschlinsii   sp nm nu  Hybrid larch 
Lolium perenne   sf sp nm   Rye-grass 

Lonicera periclymenum  sf sp nm nu  Honeysuckle 

Lotus pedunculatus     nm   Gtr. birdsfoot-trefoil 

Luzula forsteri   sf     Southern woodrush 

Luzula multiflora   sf     Heath woodrush 

Luzula pilosa   sf  nm nu  Hairy woodrush 

Lycopodium clavatum   sp1973    Stagshorn clubmoss*+ 

Lysimachia nemorum  sf     Yellow pimpernel 

Lysimachia punctata  sf    pd Dotted loosestrife 
Malus sylvestris    sp    Crab apple 

Malva moschata      nu  Musk mallow 

Matricaria discoidea   sp nm nu  Pineappleweed 
Melica uniflora     nm   Wood melick 

Mercurialis perennis     nu  Dog’s mercury 

Milium effusum    sp nm nu  Wood millet 

Myosotis sylvatica    sp    Wood forgetmenot 

Ornithogalum angustifolium g1968      Star-of-Bethlehem 
Oxalis acetosella   sf   nu  Wood-sorrel 

Papaver rhoeas      nu  Common poppy 
Persicaria maculosa  sf sp nm nu  Redleg 

Phleum bertolonii    sp    Small catstail 

Phleum pratense    sp nm   Timothy 

Plantago lanceolata   sf     Ribwort plantain 

Plantago major   sf sp nm nu  Greater plantain 
Poa annua    sf sp nm nu  Annual meadow-grass 

Poa nemoralis     nm   Wood meadow-grass 

Poa pratensis   sf sp    Smooth meadow-grass 

Poa trivialis     nm nu  Rough meadow-grass 

Polygonum aviculare   sp nm nu  Knotgrass 

Populus tremula    sp    Aspen 
Prunus avium   sf sp nm nu  Wild cherry 

Prunus spinosa   sf sp  nu  Blackthorn 

Pteridium aquilinum   sf sp nm nu  Bracken 

Quercus robur   sf sp nm nu  Oak 

Ranunculus acris    sp    Meadow buttercup 
Ranunculus auricomus  sf     Wood goldilocks 

Ranunculus repens   sf sp nm nu  Creeping buttercup 

Ribes uva-crispa  g      Gooseberry 

Rosa arvensis   sf sp nm nu  Field rose 

Rubus fruticosus agg.  sf sp nm nu pd Bramble 

Rubus idaeus   sf sp nm nu  Raspberry (incl. yellow- 

fruited variety) 

Rumex conglomeratus  sf  nm nu  Clustered dock 

Rumex sanguineus   sf sp nm nu  Wood dock 

Salix aurita      nu  Eared sallow 



Salix caprea   sf sp nm nu  Goat willow 

Salix cinerea     nm nu  Sallow 

Sambucus nigra   sf  nm nu  Elder 

Sanicula europaea      nu  Sanicle 

Scrophularia nodosa    nm nu  Figwort 

Solanum dulcamara   sf sp   pd Bittersweet 

Sonchus asper   sf  nm nu  Rough sow-thistle 

Sorbus aria   sf sp nm nu  Whitebeam 

Sorbus aucuparia   sf sp nm nu  Rowan 

Sorbus torminalis     nm   Wild service* 

Stachys sylvatica      nu  Hedge woundwort 

Stellaria graminea     nm   Lesser stitchwort 

Stellaria holostea     nm   Greater stitchwort 

Stellaria media   sf sp    Chickweed 

Tanacetum parthenium   sp nm   Tansy 
Taraxacum agg.   sf sp    Dandelion 

Tilia x vulgaris  g      Lime 
Trifolium campestre  sf     Yellow trefoil 

Trifolium repens     nm   White clover 

Tsuga heterophylla      nu  W. hemlock-spruce 
Ulex europaeus     nm nu  Gorse 

Ulmus procera   sf     English elm 

Urtica dioica   sf sp nm nu  Stinging nettle 
Veronica agrestis     nm   Common field speedwell 
Veronica montana   sf   nu  Wood speedwell 

Viburnum opulus     nm nu  Guelder-rose 

 

Totals    70(11) 55(9) 65(11) 64(13) 

 

Bryophytes: Mosses  
Leucobryum glaucum 

Mnium hornum 

Polytrichum commune 

Polytrichum formosum 

    

Lichens  
Cladonia coniocraea 

   

Fungi   
Agrocybe praecox 

Amanita citrina 

A. citrina var. alba 

A. spissa 

A. muscaria (Fly agaric) 

A. rubescens (Blusher) 

Armillaria polymyces(Honey f.) 

Boletus chrysenteron 

B. edulis (Cep) latest 1984 

Clavulina cinerea(Grey coral)+ 

C. coralloides+ 

Clitocybe odora 

Collybia butyracea (Buttercap) 

C. maculata 

C. peronata 

Coprinus atramentarius 

C. micaceus 

Cortinarius alboviolaceus+ 

Craterellus cornucopioides+ 

Crepidotus variabilis 

Daldinia concentrica 

Diatrype disciformis 

Ganoderma adspersum 

Gymnopus fusipes 

Hebeloma crustuliniforme 

Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca+ 

Hypholoma fasciculare 

H. lateritium (Brick tuft) 

Hypoxylon nummularium 

Inocybe eutheles 

Kuehneromyces mutabilis+ 

Laccaria amethystina 

L.bicolor(Bicoloured deceiver) 

L. laccata (Deceiver) 

Lactarius blennius 

L.deliciosus(Saffron milkcap) 

L. quietus (Oak milkcap) 

L. tabidus (Birch milkcap)+ 

L. turpis (Ugly milkcap) 

Leccinum roseofractum 

L. variicolor 

Lycoperdon perlatum(Puffball) 

L. pyriforme (Stump puffball) 

Macrolepiota procera 

M. rhacodes 

Megacollybia platyphylla 

Melampsora caprearum 

Melanoleuca polioleuca 

Meripilus giganteus 

Mutinus caninus+ 

Mycena crocata 

M. haematopus+ 

M. pura 

Paxillus involutus (Roll-rim) 

Phallus impudicus (Stinkhorn) 

Phragmidium violaceum 

Piptoporus betulinus 

Pleurotus ostreatus 

Pluteus cervinus (Deershield) 

Polyporus brumalis+ 

P. squamosus (Dryad’s saddle) 

Postia stiptica+ 

Psathyrella candolleana 

P. piluliformis 

Pseudoclitocybe cyathiformis 

Rhytisma acerinum 

Rickinella fibula 

Russula atropurpurea 

R.betularum(Birchbrittlegill)+ 

R.fellea(Geranium brittleg.)+ 

R. grisea 

R. lepida 

R. nobilis (Beech sickener)+ 

R. nigricans 

R.ochroleuca(Ochre brittlegill) 

Stereum hirsutum 

Strobilomyces strobilaceus+ 

Suillus grevillei(Larchbolete)+ 

Trametes gibbosa 

T. versicolor (Turkeytail) 

Tricholomopsis platyphylla 

Xerula radicata 

Xylaria hypoxylon 

X. polymorpha+ 

 

 



Lepidoptera: 

Butterflies & Moths  
Aphantopus hyperanthus 

Autographa gamma (Silver Y) 

Celastrina argiolus (Holly blue) 

Lyonetia clerkella 

Maniola jurtina (Mdw.brown) 

Mesoleuca albicillata+ 

Mythimna impura 

Ochlodes venata (Lge.skipper) 

Pararge aegeria(Speckled wd.) 

Paromix betulae 

Phyllonorycter acerifoliella 

P. cavella 

P. cerasicolella 

P. coryli 

P. corylifoliella 

P. emberizaepenella 

P. lantanella 

P. maestingella 

P. messaniella 

P. microtheriella 

P. nicellii 

P. quercifoliella 

P. sorbi 

Pieris brassicae (Large white) 

Pieris rapae (Small white) 

Stigmella anomalella 

S. aurella 

S. centifoliella 

S. hemargyrella 

S. microtheriella 

S. oxyacanthella 

S. splendidissimella 

S. tityrella 

Tischeria marginea 

   

Diptera: Flies  
Agromyza alnibetulae 

A. anthracina 

A. reptans 

Chirosia betuleti 

Dasineura urticae 

Episyrphus balteatus 

Eristalis arbustorum 

E. nemorum 

E. pertinax 

E. tenax 

Euphylidorea lineola+ 

Eutomostethus luteiventris 

Hartigiola annulipes 

Helius flavus 

Helophilus pendulus 

Leucozona lucorum 

Liriomyza strigata 

Metallus pumilus 

Phytomyza farfarae 

P. ilicis (Holly leaf miner) 

Platycheirus albimanus 

Pontania bridgmanii 

P. leucaspis 

Profenusa pygmaea 

Ptychoptera albimana 

Rhingia campestris 

Scolioneura nigricans 

Syrphus ribesii 

Tipula pabulina 

T. vernalis 

Volucella pellucens 

Xylota segnis 

   

Coleoptera: Beetles 
Acupalpus dorsalis 

Anacaena lutescens 

Atheta trinotata 

Athous haemorrhoidalis 

Chaetocnema concinna 

C. hortensis 

Cis nitidus+ 

Coccinella 7-punctatum 

Cortinicara gibbosa 

Exochomus 4-pustulatus 

Gyrophaena fasciata+ 

Ilyobates subopacum+ 

Lesteva heeri 

Othius punctulatus 

Oxypoda alternans 

Phyllobius argentatus 

Quedius lateralis+ 

Q. maurorufus 

Rhynchaenus fagi 

Stenus pubescens 

Tachyporus nitidulus 

Tytthaspis 16-punctata 

   

Odonata: Dragonflies  
Sympetrum striolatum 

 

Neuroptera: Lacewings 
Chrysopa carnea 

   

Orthoptera: Crickets 
Chorthippus bicolor 

    

Hemiptera: Bugs  
Campyloneura virgula 

Eupteryx filicum+ 

E. urticae 

Palomena prasina 

Philaenus spumarius 

Trioza urticae 

Troilus luridus 

Zygina flammigera 

   

Hymenoptera: Bees etc 
Andricus fecundator 

A. lignicola 

A. quercus-calicis 

Apis mellifera (Honey bee) 

Bombus lapidarius 

B. lucorum 

B. pascuorum 

B. pratorum 

Eutomostethus luteiventris 

Metallus pumillus 

Neuroterus albipes 

Neuroterus anthracinus 

Neuroterus quercus-baccarum 

Neuroterus tricolor 

Nomada goodeniana 

Parornix betulae 

Pontania bridgmanii 

Pontania leucaspis 

Profemisa pygmaea 

Psithyrus sylvestris 

Scolioneura nigricans 

Trigonaspis megaptera+ 

   

Isopoda: Woodlice  
Oniscus asellus 

Trichoniscus pusillus 

 

Mollusca: Snails, slugs 
Arion ater 

Cepaea nemoralis 

Nesovitrea hammonis 

Oxychilus alliarius 

 

Acari: Mites  
Aceria lateannulatus 

Eriophyes lissonotus 

Eriophyes tiliae 

   

Rotifers 
Rotaria macrura+ 

 

Water-fleas 
Alona sp. 

Daphne pulex 

 

Mammals  
Badger 

Bank vole 

Fox 

Grey Squirrel 

Muntjac 

  

Birds  
Blackbird 

Blue Tit 

Buzzard 

Chiffchaff 

Jay 

Magpie 

Song Thrush 

Wood Pigeon 

Wren 

   

Amphibians 
Common Frog 

Smooth Newt 

 



Commentary on the Records for Lodge Wood 
The records are mainly compiled from my own searches, supplemented in a few cases from the county 

Environmental Records Centre.  While the flora are fairly exhaustively covered, other groups would benefit 

from more intensive study and in some cases are no more than a few incidental observations without a serious 

attempt to look for species (eg lichens, mosses, mammals, birds).   

Results so far indicate a rather disappointing ground flora (is there really no wood spurge?), but a 

few significant species indicative of old woodland.  The survival of wild service and stagshorn clubmoss would 

have made a large difference to the results (and might have qualified the wood for SSSI status).   

The most impoverished section is the upper part on the sandy clay (the easternmost extension of the 

southern part and across the top of Pepperboxes), but this is the result of the acidity of the soil and it has its 

own special character.  While this section was traditionally wooded, it may have been, before the beech 

plantations of the 17thC onwards, thinly so with an open character and much heathy ground vegetation and 

gorse scrub, consistent with the use of the wood as common land with certain local rights of collecting 

firewood etc.  The scraps of surviving heather are probably a remnant of this condition, and it was among the 

heather that the stagshorn clubmoss used to grow (until the mid-1970s).  There is still a little gorse here too.  

It is surprising that this was the only section where enchanter’s nightshade was recorded, as this is usually 

common in local woods on the chalk.  In terms of current ownership this section is split between Mr Dockett 

and Mr Parker. 

The larger western part of the southern half of the wood (also split between Mr Dockett and Mr 

Parker) is on clay-with-flints, is more neutral in character and holds more water, with permanently damp parts 

that include two old ponds.  The origin of these ponds is not known – they could have been for watering stock if 

the wood had, before the 17thC, been used as wood-pasture; they could be the partially-filled-in remains of 

clay- (or flint-) diggings; they might be natural depressions from subsidence of the underlying chalk.  

Whatever their origins, they have long provided a special habitat which raises the wildlife and conservation 

significance of the wood.  A rotifer has been found in the water here at its only known local site, and this is 

also the only site for some distance of marsh willowherb.  It is also a good site for certain flies (eg crane-

flies) and beetles (most notably the uncommon Quedius maurorufus, a staphylinid or devil’s coach-horse).  The 

ponds are currently threatened by the accretion of leaf-mould and invasion of dotted loosestrife of garden 

origin, which has formed a vigorous colony. 

The rest of the clay-with-flints section, apart from the ponds, also has a good variety of flora, with 

the only sites for such “ancient woodland” indicators as wood sedge, southern woodrush, yellow pimpernel, and 

wood goldilocks.  None of them is locally rare and it is surprising that they were not found in other sections of 

the wood as well.  This is presumably the result of different past management practices, including the major 

plantings of exotic conifers in the lower half (Pepperboxes).  This may be the main reason why this section has 

a slightly higher total of plants than Pepperboxes.  It is important to conserve them here so that they can re-

colonise the rest of the wood. 

The Pepperboxes section, on a chalk slope, has a good total of species compared to other local woods, 

but falls far short of many of the Chiltern chalk woodlands.  Two contributions to this situation will have been 

the colder north-facing aspect, and past management, particularly the planting of exotic conifers that have 

virtually no ground flora surviving beneath them.  There are nevertheless good numbers of ancient woodland 

indicator species surviving here – not recorded for the other half of the wood are maple, bluebell, yellow 

archangel, wood melick, wood meadow-grass, sanicle, and guelder-rose.  This is also the former site of wild 

service tree.  Most of these are not restricted to chalk and should be capable of recolonising the other half of 

the wood in favourable circumstances. 

The main reason why the ground flora is thin is no doubt the fact that the wood has become rather 

shady and scrubbed-over.  Thinning out to allow more light would encourage more flowering plants and ferns 

(which harbour the uncommon plant-hopper Eupteryx filicum). 

The most important feature of the whole wood is the variety of fungi, including many uncommon 

species.  It stands out in that respect relative to other local woods.  This is helped by the variety of geological 

substrates and soils.  Any conservation work would need to ensure that the fungal interest was maintained, and 

would particularly limit the amount of shade-reduction work, although some would benefit from more grassy 

glades (eg the Spring Fieldcap Agrocybe praecox and Parasol Macrolepiota procera).  It would also require the 

retention of plenty of dead-wood habitats, both cut logs and standing.  These are also important for the 

beetle fauna – as indeed are the fungi themselves (the uncommon Cis nitidus and Gyrophaena fasciata both 

inhabit fungal brackets on trees, while Quedius lateralis inhabits rotting fungi).  Among the rarer fungi 

present, the greatest number are dependent either on birchwood (mostly in the southern half on clay) – Fly 

agaric Amanita muscaria, Bicoloured deceiver Laccaria bicolor, Saffron milkcap Lactarius deliciosus, Birch 

milkcap Lactarius tabidus, Leccinum roseofractum & L. variicolor, and Birch brittlegill Russula betularum – or on 

beech – Hypoxylon nummularium, Saffrondrop bonnet Mycena crocata, Geranium brittlegill Russula fellea, 

Beech brittlegill Russula grisea, Beechwood sickener Russula nobilis, and Dead man’s fingers Xylaria 
polymorpha.  One species is limited to the larch – Larch bolete Suillus grevillei.  The others are all dependent 

on old deciduous tree stumps and logs – Spindle toughshank Gymnopus fusipes, Brick tuft Hypholoma 



lateritium, Sheathed woodtuft Kuehneromyces mutabilis, Burgundydrop bonnet Mycena haematopus, and 

Winter polypore Polyporus brumalis. 

 

Implications for Conservation 
The priority for Pepperboxes would seem to be the gradual elimination of the coniferous plantations.  The 

Woodland Trust policy of individual felling and encouraging naturally-occurring native trees around the felled 

trees would seem to be ideal, as clear-felling would only encourage vigorous growth of brambles etc that would 

out-compete the young trees (and also prevent the re-establishment of ground flora).  The only additional 

practice that might be advantageous would be selective thinning in areas of super-abundant shade: cutting 

back holly and bramble, or taking out some saplings and young trees where these are too close together.  

Prestwood Nature volunteers might be able to help with such clearance. 

 The southern half of the wood might be managed in a slightly different way, although there is little 

need for any major works.   

One objective might be the restoration of the ponds by digging out, removal of dotted loosestrife 

and other encroaching scrub, and possibly thinning out of some of the smaller surrounding trees to allow more 

light access.  This could be carried out by Prestwood Nature volunteers in the immediate future. 

A second objective might be the restoration of the heathy eastern section, preserving the heather 

(and other associated plants and wildlife), by thinning out considerably, leaving only mature trees.  This would 

also have the advantage of making the part of the wood next to the houses on this side of the wood lighter.  

This restoration of the “wooded heath” could be progressive, starting from the present patches of heather 

and widening out as time and available effort allows. 

Thirdly, existing paths could be widened to create more grassy rides, again by thinning out close 

saplings and cutting out invasive scrub. 

The main principles of any conservation work carried out in the wood should be 

1. Preservation of as many of the mature native trees as possible, especially beech and oak, to make up 

for the fact that past management has not allowed any trees to survive to become veterans, of 

particular value to wildlife, and even allowing those that have died and are no danger to footpaths to 

remain standing for the special habitat these provide for insects and birds. 

2. Preservation of examples of former coppicing and laying (particularly visible on the margins of the 

wood). 

3. Avoidance of clear-felling. 

4. Allowing natural regeneration rather than re-planting. 

5. Preserving archaeological features, such as banks and hollows.  These should be surveyed and mapped 

to ensure they are taken into account in any work carried out in the wood. 

6. As far as possible, not taking out any wood that is cut, but allowing it to remain as an important 

micro-habitat in its own right, whether logs or piles of branches. 

7. The flora and fauna of the woodland should be continually monitored to evaluate the effects of work 

that is carried out. 

 

As far as Prestwood Nature is concerned, it would be willing to discuss with the owners of the southern half of 

the wood the generation of a management plan that could include volunteer help from members and regular 

monitoring.  This would be done in consultation with the Woodland Trust to ensure that management policies 

for the two sections of the wood are compatible. 

  

Tony Marshall 

Prestwood Nature 

August 2004 


