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Aims   

To manage the churchyard in accordance with the necessary functions of 

the Church and the needs of users, while maximising the advantages to 

native flora and wildlife and protecting rare species. 

 

Resources   

The Church has its own volunteers who currently put in a good deal of 

time and achieve a creditable job in maintaining the grounds, having 

regard to earlier plans developed in consultation with BBOWT and 

Prestwood Nature.  With some particularly large tasks (eg scrub control) 

more practical assistance may be needed and Prestwood Nature is 

prepared to offer a work party or two each year to help with these.  PN 

will also carry out regular monitoring to check the outcome of the 

management scheme, so that it can be modified in the light of experience 

and the developing habitat.  Other tasks such as tree removal and 

clearing large areas of scrub will call for funding to employ specialist 

firms. 

 

Natural features   

There are several features that are of national or local significance from 

the point of view of conservation.   

The mown areas east (A) and south (B) of the church are “waxcap 

grasslands” with a variety of colourful and interesting fungi that rival the 

best in the county and are of national significance.  Area B contains the 

national Biodiversity Action Plan Priority species Pink Waxcap.  This 

habitat also extends to the SW of the church (C), where rare “club-fungi” 

grow, and to mown areas immediately adjacent to the church itself (F). 

These same areas constitute the only surviving relic of acidic 

heath-grassland in the parish, a habitat that was once common in the 

area.  Locally rare species here include Heather, Harebell and Heath 

Grass, as well as commoner characteristic species like Tormentil, Heath 

Bedstraw, Good Friday Grass and Mouse-ear Hawkweed. 

The walls of the church itself support a variety of ferns and other 

plants like Wall Lettuce.  Such a habitat is rare locally and therefore 

another conservation priority. 

Longer grass areas (D, E) are important for supporting meadow 

species like Cuckoo-flower, Pignut, Bugle, Common Knapweed and Lady’s 

Bedstraw for which there is limited habitat in the modern countryside.  

In J there are also colonies of Dark Mullein (the foodplant of a 

Biodiversity Action Plan priority moth species, Striped Lychnis) and Musk 

Mallow. 



The open compost-bins at the end of the cremation section H 

harbour a population of Slow-worms and these bins therefore need to be 

managed sensitively. 

The ivy-covered wall bordering (J) and (L) is important for nesting 

birds, over-wintering insects, holly blue butterflies, other insects that 

use the nectar of the flowers that appear in the autumn after most 

flowers have disappeared, and birds that enjoy the berries in late winter. 

The churchyard was the only site in the county for Spring 

Cinquefoil, limited to one small area of compartment A (see map), but the 

plant was eradicated in 2008 by a person, unaware of its significance, 

tending the grave there.  Some plants that had spread into neighbouring 

grassland have been rescued and these can be re-introduced in a safer 

location where there is locally-calcareous soil from marble chippings. 

The whole churchyard provides a mix of habitats required by a 

variety of mammals and reptiles, including underground runs, compost 

heaps, long grass, scrub and warm bare spots to sun themselves. 

While separate from the main area of the churchyard, the narrow 

grass strip between the road and the car park supports two locally 

uncommon species, Grey Sedge and Lesser Swine-cress that have been 

recorded there for over 40 years. 

One of the most valuable features from the point of view of 

wildlife is the tapestry of habitat types, which needs to be maintained by 

varied management regimes. 

 

Management 

In every instance cuttings should be taken away and composted in the 

bins (as is normally done at present), not left in situ.  Some volunteers 

have not always followed this practice. 

Compartment A  This area has to be kept short for weddings, but a 

narrow section of about half a metre beside the path (where trees 

already obstruct cutting) and a wider section of about 2 metres by the 

car park hedge could be mown less frequently.   Mow main part 

fortnightly.  Omit mowing in dry summer if no significant growth in past 

fortnight.  Cut rest monthly to allow transition from short grass through 

taller vegetation to hedge.  Last cut September.  Leave in October-

November for waxcaps to appear.  Cut again in December.  Resume mowing 

when grass grows again in spring.  Volunteers should receive instruction in 

the significant species for which to look out, so that they can be avoided 

when mowing.  The laurel hedge between this compartment and car park is 

of little wildlife value (but does have Box Bug), but would be difficult to 

take out here.  It should be managed by close clipping as now. 

Compartment B  Manage main part as A, except leave heather patch 

uncut for one year.  Heather to be monitored and cutting to be resumed 

in future years monthly until July and then discontinued to allow heather 

to flower and seed.  Wider margin mown annually by hedge (2 metres).  



Manage margin by selective cutting and gradually eliminating laurel and 

most self-sown beech to original hedge-line.  Remove some of the young 

beech to form a boundary around the tank here in order to screen it from 

view.  Removal of some overhanging boughs to introduce more light would 

be beneficial.  Yews to be prevented from obstructing path by removing a 

single main bough only in any one year. 

Compartment C  Manage as B, except there is no heather patch to avoid.  

The tree and bush growth here is laurel, holly and hazel. Cut back 

overhangs to allow light into the area and remove trees and bushes back 

to 1m from the fence at the west, pollarding those that remain over a 5-

year cycle so as to maintain a vegetation screen above fence level for the 

neighbours who live at the rear. 

Compartment D  Strim bramble early July.  Further strim in autumn or 

early spring if significant bramble re-growth.  Cut (mow) 1-metre wide 

section beside the paths monthly.  Cut rest monthly until June, resuming 

October, except 1-metre wide strip beside hedge to be cut annually in 

autumn.  This should allow a long-grass flora to develop while avoiding 

intrusion of bramble scrub.  When necessary to cut hedge the long-grass 

section beside it may have to be strimmed to allow access. 

Compartment E  Initially (first winter) clear by strimming and taking out 

bramble and ground elder as far as possible.  Cut early July (avoiding any 

orchids apparent at this time).  Cut (mow) 1-metre wide section beside 

the paths and the whole patch of ground elder towards SW corner 

monthly (again taking care to avoid any orchids).  Leave 1-metre strip 

beside hedge uncut.  When necessary to cut hedge the long-grass section 

beside it may have to be strimmed to allow access. 

Compartment F  Remove plants and mosses from church walls sparingly, 

clearing only one section annually to allow recolonisation by surviving 

plants.  Avoid clearance altogether unless absolutely necessary.  Mow 

grass edges fortnightly, except those S & W of church should be left 

unmown October-November.  Any maintenance work in the roof should 

take into account the need not to disturb the Pipistrelle Bat colony there. 

Compartment G  Manage as currently.  No special wildlife interest. 

Compartment H  Manage as currently.  No wildlife interest except 

compost heaps around corner harbour slow-worms.  Compost should be 

extracted carefully to avoid destroying slow-worms, possible grass-snake 

eggs or hibernating animals.  Patch of Male Fern to be moved under 

nearby tree to allow room for further interments.  Laurel hedge at back 

(north side) could be taken out to allow for expansion of grass area for 

interments, dependent on permission from owners. 

Compartment I  Cut late July and (apart from 1-metre wide strip beside 

hedge) monthly afterwards to end of growing season.  Mow metre-wide 

strip beside path fortnightly.  Growth of scrub and trees at back to be 

removed gradually to open more space to light, beneficial to spread of 

native plants and releasing more ground for burials.  Horse chestnut tree 



to be removed by professional firm, having regard to the fact that 

permission of District Council may be needed if it is covered by TPO.  

Single row of shrubs and trees should be left beside footpath, any gaps 

infilled with native hedge and tree species. 

Compartment J  Initially (first winter) extract as far as possible the 

bramble and rose scrub that has dominated large parts.  Cut monthly 

except metre-wide strip by path mown fortnightly.  Plants of musk mallow 

and dark mullein in SE quarter, however, should be allowed to grow and 

not be cut until September.  Ivy on wall to be trimmed once annually in 

late spring/early summer (May-June). 

Compartment K  Manage as I. 

Compartment L  Manage as J, except no need to avoid any specific plants. 

Compartment M  Manage as currently.  No special wildlife interest.  

Outgrowth of hedge at bottom of slope could possibly be taken back. 

Compartment N  Overgrowth of scrub to allow access to building was 

achieved in 2007 and is now regularly managed.  No special wildlife 

interest. 

Compartment O  This strip of grass should not be cut during June and 

July. 

General  There is a problem with varied management regimes like this of 

making clear to groups of volunteers when cutting should take place.  

Timetables for mowing shorter grass areas (weekly schedules) and longer-

grass areas (monthly schedules) should be devised and put up at a central 

location (church porch?).  Alternatively, funding might be sought for 

cutting by professional firm at stated times. 

 

Public information 

Signs should be placed discretely at strategic points to explain the 

management regime being adopted in each area and the special natural 

features being conserved.  Possible locations: lych gate (short grass 

management), on north side of church (long grass management), and near 

entry to lower churchyard. 

 A leaflet should be designed and printed for wider distribution to 

explain the environmental value of the churchyard and management 

principles. 

 Prestwood Nature can help develop the signs and leaflet.  It could 

also assist with short tours of the churchyard for groups interested in 

the wildlife there at different times of the year. 



MAP OF COMPARTMENTS 

 

 


