
NEW COUNTY “LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE” IN HP16 

After surveys last year and assessment by a panel of county experts, the latest addition 

to the County’s Local Wildlife Sites has just been announced: Nanfan Wood on the 

Wren Davis farm at Prestwood. Declaration as a LWS means that special 

consideration has to be given to the wildlife value of the site if there are any planning 

applications that might affect it. The owner also receives free management advice 

from the County Council Countryside Services Team. 

 The western part of Nanfan Wood has been continually wooded as far back as 

maps go, so it may well be ancient woodland, although it would have been replanted 

many times. The eastern part has at times been cultivated for crops and was planted 

with pines at one time, although most of these have now been removed. The edge 

here, however, is an ancient parish boundary and was marked by a substantial double 

hedge where many woodland flowers grew, and many of these still remain. The 

woodland is now mostly beech and wild cherry, with other trees like hornbeam. Some 

of the beeches on the west side are 250 years old. There are several footpaths through 

and beside the wood. The name Nanfan comes from the family who owned the wood 

in the 18
th

 century and lived at Nanfans Grange. 

 Wren Davis have several other Local Wildlife Sites on their farm already, 

including Stonygreen Bank, which has interesting chalk downland flowers and is 

traversed by a footpath, and Meads Garden Field, which has hundreds of cowslips and 

other flowers and is good for butterflies, although there is no public access. The farm 

also contains the only site in the county for the rare “corky-fruited water dropwort”, a 

plant which is being carefully monitored by the Bucks Rare Plants Group. The whole 

farm is registered organic and shows how farming and wildlife are not incompatible 

as long as farmers are sympathetic to preserving our country heritage. Wren Davis, a 

son of a prominent farming family on Denner Hill, took over Collings Hanger Farm in 

1923 and his grand-daughter now manages it. 


