
PRESTWOOD NATURE SPECIAL HEDGES AND TREES PROJECT 

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 

 

Trees and shrubs 

 

 
Beech* 

 
Pedunculate Oak* 

 
Turkey Oak 

(NB shaggy acorn cups) 

 
Red Oak  

Evergreen Oak 
 

Sweet Chestnut 
(NB deeply ridged bark) 

 
Sycamore* 

 
Field maple* 

 
Norway Maple* 

(NB longer thinner points than plane) 

 
Horse Chestnut* 

(Red horse chestnut has darker leaves) 

 
London Plane 

 
Snowberry 

(NB white berries; planted; only near houses) 



 
Ash* 

(NB black buds) 

 
Walnut 

(NB leaflets untoothed, unlike all our other 

pinnate-leaved trees) 

 
Wild Privet* 

(Garden Privet has wider oval leaves) 

 
Lilac  

Elm* 
(several species difficult to distinguish) 

 
Silver Birch* (autumn) 

(NB white bark) 

 
Hazel* 

 
Hornbeam* 

(like beech but toothed; bark streaked light & 

dark) 

 
Alder 

(NB cones; tip of leaf ± indented) 

 
Goat Willow 

(oval leaf; long-leaved willows not in hedges) 

 
Aspen 

(sideways flattened stalk; rustles in wind) 

 
Poplar 

(several kinds planted; this is'Balsam Spire') 



 
Hawthorn* 

(NB deeply cut leaf; fruit/flower with single 

style; hybridises with next) 

 
Midland Hawthorn 

(NB fruit/flower with 2 styles; hybrid 

hawthorn has mixture of both parents) 

 
Blackthorn* 

(very spiny; aka Sloe; simple leaves grow 

much larger on new shoots & can confuse; 

twigs blackish; leaves matt, 1-3cm on mature 

shoots) 

 
Wild Cherry* 

(NB bark with obvious "rings") 
 

Cherry Laurel* 

 
Cherry-plum 

(fruit red or yellow; leaves very like 

blackthorn but shinier & 3-7cm; usually no 

thorns; first-year twigs green & shiny) 

 
Wild Plum 

(fruit purple to yellow-green with flattened 

stone, unlike sloe or cherry-plum; very 

variable; leaves 3-8cm; sometimes thorny) 

 
Bird Cherry 

 
Rowan* 

(aka Mountain Ash) 

 
Whitebeam* 

(leaves green above, white beneath) 

 
Swedish Whitebeam 

(planted or bird-sown; more lobed leaf with 

fewer veins, less white beneath) 

 
Wild Service Tree 

(leaves bright red in autumn) 



 
Apple* 

 
Crab Apple 

(mature leaves quite hairless; flower stalk & 

calyx hairless) 

 
Wild Pear 

(inseparable from apple except fruit or 

purple stamens in flowers) 

 
Common Lime* 

(trunk has thick cluster of suckers; leaf 

beneath bare except tufts where veins fork) 

 
Small-leaved Lime 

(flower sprays erect, not hanging; leaves 3-6cm 

with indistinct tertiary veins) 

Large-leaved lime like common lime but leaves 

hairy beneath. 

 
Elder* 

 
Wayfaring Tree*  

Guelder-rose* 
 

Laburnum 
(similar but white flowers is Robinia) 

 
Gorse 

 
Broom 

 
Holly* 



 
Box 

 
Yew 

 
Pine 

(No need to identify which species.  Planted 

Scots Pines & Black Pines are both frequent 

& others are possible.) 

 
Cypress 

(No need to identify which species.  Planted 

Lawson's & Leylandii are both common & 

others are possible.) 

 
Field Rose 

(NB long style in centre of flower persists on 

hips; lower thorns straight & narrow; flower 

white) 

 
Dog Rose 

(NB larger hips; no style; lower thorns 

markedly curved with large base; flower 

usually pink) 

 
Dogwood 

(stems & leaves soon turn red; leaves 

untoothed, deeply veined) 
 

Buckthorn 
(berries turn black like dogwood; leaves 

toothed like spindle but more oval) 

 
Spindle 

(pink & orange fruits unmistakable) 

 



Other notable hedgerow plants 

 

 
Black Bryony 

 
White Bryony 

 
Hop 

 
Hedgerow Cranesbill 

 
Meadow Cranesbill 

 
Goldilocks Buttercup 

(often reduced numbers of petals; upper 

leaflets very narrow) 

 
Moschatel 

(small, mat-forming; spring-flowering) 

  
Orpine 

(thick succulent leaves; late flowering) 

 
Woodruff 



 
Polypody fern 

 
Red Campion 

 
White Campion 

 
Sedge 

(no need to identify species; many kinds possible; 

all have grass-like leaves, 3-sided stems, and 

green-brown flowers) 

 
Pignut 

(finely cut upper leaves with long narrow 

leaflets) 

 
Pignut (lower leaves) 

 

Most shrubby species and trees likely to be encountered are included above, but many others 

could be encountered from time to time, especially close to housing. 


